
■Essential Question:
–What factors led to the settlement of the 

West during the Gilded Age (1870-1900)? 

■CPUSH Agenda for Unit 7.6: 
–Clicker Questions
–The West during the Gilded Age notes
–Today’s HW: 13.1 and 13.2
–Unit 7 Test: Friday, November 16
–Performance Final: Tuesday, November 27



After the Civil War, the area west of the Mississippi 
River was settled by miners, ranchers, and farmers 

Land use 
in 1860

Land use 
in 1880



Mining was the first industry 
to attract settlers to the 
West after the Civil War 

After the Civil War, 
miners resumed 

their migration into 
the West to find 

more gold and silver

Before the Civil War, 
miners discovered 
gold in California, 
Colorado, Nevada



Some miners found huge discoveries of gold and silver

By 1880, miners at the 
Comstock Lode extracted 
$270 million in gold and 

$400 million in silver

Silver miners in Leadville, CO



In the Gilded Age, mining corporations used 
expensive hydraulic mining techniques to 

extract most of the gold and silver in the West



Mining towns helped develop the West because each 
town created a need for businesses and government



After the Civil War, 
demand for beef led to a 
cattle boom in the West

Ranchers drove longhorn 
cattle across the open 

range to railroad towns





Cattle bought 
for $4 in Texas 

were driven 
3 months across 
the open range

Cattle were 
sold in Western 

cattle towns 
like Dodge City 

for $40...

..and shipped 
by train to 

meatpacking 
plants in cities 

like Chicago 

Cattle drives led 
to new towns 
in the West

Dodge City, Kansas



Cattle ranching faced 
difficulties by the 1880s

The open range was 
closing as farmers used 

new barbed wire fencing 
to close off their farms

Overgrazing and drought 
left little grassland for 

grazing cattle 
By 1900, the glory days 

of the cowboy were over



The majority of migrants into the west were farmers 

In 1862, Congress passed the Homestead Act, 
giving 160 acres of free western land to anyone 

who promised to farm the land for 5 years

Hundreds of thousands 
of migrants moved into 
the Great Plains to gain 

free farm land 





Homestead life was difficult on the Great Plains 

Farming was difficult, but homesteaders 
learned dry farming techniques and 

planted new varieties of crops  



Homesteaders built 
sod houses because 
of the lack of trees 

in the Plains 

60% of homesteaders 
failed to make it the 
required 5 years…

…but those who 
were successful 

transformed 
America into a 
food exporter 

Tornados and 
droughts were 

constant problems 



Some African Americans known 
as “exodusters” took advantage of the 

Homestead Act to escape the Jim Crow South 

Nicodemus, Kansas



Miners, ranchers, and 
farmers were connected 
to Eastern cities in 1869 

with the completion of the 
transcontinental railroad

The federal government 
encouraged railroad 

construction by giving 
millions of acres of land 
to railroad companies 

http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/transcontinental-railroad#transcontinental-railroad


The Union Pacific 
was built from East to 
West by Irish workers 

The Central Pacific 
was built from West to 

East by Chinese workers 



On May 10, 1869 
the two tracks met 

at Promontory 
Point in Utah

By 1890, there 
were five railroads 
that extended to 
the Pacific Coast  



Railroad innovations 
included time zones to 

coordinate train schedules

…luxury trains called 
Pullman Palace cars and 

refrigerated train cars



Chinese workers 
were recruited to 
America to build 

the railroad… 

…But, Congress passed the 
Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 

which ended Chinese 
immigration to America  



Homestead Sales, 1870-1940

The migration of Americans into the West 
left no unorganized territories by 1890…

the western frontier had closed 



What changes did western expansion 
bring to America during the Gilded Age?



By the end of the 
Civil War in 1865, 

2/3 of all Indians lived 
on the Great Plains

Plains Indians like the Sioux, 
Comanche, and Cheyenne 

tribes were dependent upon 
the buffalo and the horse

The Gilded Age brought devastation to the Indians 



In the 1830s, Jackson used the Indian Removal Act to 
relocate Indians to lands west of the Mississippi River...

…This “Indian Country” was located in the Plains 
and was protected from white settlers 



In the 1840s, Manifest Destiny 
led to the acquisition of new 

western territories...

…as a result, Indians 
were concentrated 

onto small reservations



…This led to a series of 
violent conflicts known 

as the “Indian Wars”

The flood of miners, 
ranchers, and farmers 
during the Gilded Age 

violated Indian territories… Last of the Sioux (3.48)

http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/playlists/exclusive-video#the-last-of-the-sioux


In 1864, Colorado militia attacked and murdered 
Cheyenne Indians, mostly women and children, 

in the Sand Creek Massacre



The Sioux, led by Sitting Bull, 
retaliated by ambushing 

Colonel Custer and all 
197 soldiers in the Seventh 

Cavalry at Little Big Horn 

In the 1870s, Americans 
flooded into Sioux 

territory in South Dakota 
when gold was discovered

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sitting_Bull_-_edit2.jpg


The most effective way 
to defeat the Indians was 
by killing off the buffalo

Hunters killed buffalo 
for their hides which 
were sold in the East 

The U.S. government and 
railroad companies hired 

hunters to kill buffalo 

The Buffalo (2.52)

http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us/videos/playlists/exclusive-video


A hunter could kill 100 buffalo per day; 
The buffalo hunters in the West killed 

as many as 3 million per year  

By the end of the Gilded Age, less than 
1,000 buffalo remained in the Plains 

Buffalo skulls 



The last Indian battle 
in U.S. history was 

Wounded Knee in 1890 

The U.S. army attacked 
the Sioux after tribal 

leaders refused to stop 
their “ghost dances”

At Wounded Knee, 
200 men, women, 
and children were 

killed; Indians never 
fought the U.S. again 



By 1890, Indians 
were restricted to 
small reservations 

in isolated locations 

With the buffalo all but 
exterminated and the frontier 
closed by white settlers, the 
Indian wars ended in 1890



Closure Activity: 
What was the “West” in 1750? 1800? 1850? 1900?





What problems did farmers face in the Gilded Age? 

3 images



In the Gilded Age, western farmers faced major problems

Crop prices 
fell due to over-
production by 

farmers

Banks charged 
high interest rates 
on mortgages and 

foreclosed on farmers

Railroads 
charged high 

rates for 
shipping crops



During the Civil War, 
the government printed 

lots of paper money 
called “greenbacks” 

This surplus money led to 
inflation so the government 
withdrew paper money and 

returned to the gold standard

As a result, the U.S. experienced 
deflation which lowered prices…

But lowered prices meant farmers 
might be unable to repay debts  

and face financial ruin 



What Happens to Borrowers During DEFLATION?

Year One 

Price Index = 

100

Year Two

Price index = 

90

Year Three

Price Index = 

81

Total Income $1,200 $1,080 $ 972

Farm Supplies 

and Living 

Expenses

- 550 - 495 - 455.50

Loan Payments - 500 - 500 - 500

Net Income $  150 $    85 $  16.50



What Happens to Borrowers During INFLATION?

Year One 

Price Index = 

100

Year Two

Price index = 

110

Year Three

Price Index 

= 120

Total Income $1,200 $1,320 $ 1,452

Farm Supplies 

and Living 

Expenses

- 550 - 605 - 655.50

Loan Payments - 500 - 500 - 500

Net Income $  150 $ 215 $ 286.50



These problems convinced western farmers to organize 

Groups like the Grangers and the
Farmers’ Alliance demanded government 

regulation of railroads & banks and the 
formation of co-op stores, banks, silos

Both groups 
failed to 
improve 

farmers’ lives



In 1890, westerners formed a new political party 
to bring about reforms called the Populist Party

The Populists demanded 
the end to pro-business, 
laissez-faire policies and 

begin to regulate railroads 
to force them to lower 

rates on farmers 

They wanted a national 
income tax to take the   
tax burden off farmers 

Called for an amendment 
to allow citizens 

(not state legislatures) 
to directly elect Senators



Populists demanded bimetallism: 
using currency based on gold and silver 

in order to inflate the money supply  



From 1890 to 1896, 
the Populist Party was 

an influential 3rd party and 
challenged the Democratic 

and Republican Parties 

During this time, 
3 governors, 

10 congressmen, and 
5 senators were elected 
as Populist candidates

In 1892, Populist candidate James 
Weaver ran for president (but lost)



In the 1896 presidential election, 
bimetallism was the most important issue

The Populist candidate 
William Jennings Bryan 
supported bimetallism 

Republican William 
McKinley supported 

the gold standard  



During the election, William Jennings Bryan 
gave his dramatic “Cross of Gold” speech that 

explained the disastrous effects of the gold 
standard on the working class in America  



Despite Bryan’s 
success among farmers 
in the West, McKinley 

won the election  

As president, McKinley 
returned to the gold 
standard & killed the 

bimetallism movement 

After the election of 1896, the Populist Party died…
…but Populist ideas such as the income tax, 

direct election of Senators, & regulation of railroads 
will be enacted in the Progressive Era (1890-1920)



Populist Allegory—The Wizard of OzWhat does each character represent?

What about the “Yellowbrick Road” 
and the “Ruby Slippers”?

Good Witch of the North? Bad Witch of the East?“Emerald City”?  “Oz”?  The Wizard?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eItXS0a0y10&feature=related




What were the top three changes in the 
American West during the Gilded Age? 



What were the top FIVE changes in the 
United States during the Gilded Age? 


